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AKM¥ TALKS :— The rUKJ^O^I-: of ARMY TAI.KS ia to litlp 
American offi-i^Pis and tnlisled pcraooncF bi^comt betcer-mformed men and 
women and Iherefure bener »oklkn. 

ARMV TALECJ arc d^signeJ to stiniialate tliacussion and (hou^ht, and, 

|jy ihcie very nahjre, Ihuft ittfly oft^n bt controversial in Content. They ^r^ 
not to promote at t*^ proj^a^andiice any parliculnr causes, beliefs ct iTieoHcs. 
Rather, thi?^ draw upon all suitable sources for fact and commefiCH in the 
Amerioin rraditinn, with each individual retaining hU American rij^hi and 
heritage sij far as his own apimcn is toncemcd. 

THliJtBFORF,, the atafemcnts an^ r^im^ns crpresstd Uer^in afe .not 
ncC^seatdy Verified by, nor do thty i.i'CiSsirity fpfli^t the opinitiiis of, tht; 
Uaited Static Army. 

THE SOURCE OF MATERIAL rauat iliererorc be marfi* cle^r ^t t^tt\ 
dificusaiAii- All written material appfitnng in ihit pubricarinn has b«en writfcn 
and edited by uiufontied ntembFra of the Anny and/or NH*y> rrofpT i*hfro 
it is stared that a cjvilmn or other tiutaidc sourct js b^iny quocpii. 



Foreword 

THERE is oae &oat which musE beheld before succErSjifiil Operations caa 
cvcD begin against the enemy in hi& sLroi^ly cntrcachctJ lair on the; 
Coadnent. This front is the Atlantic Ocean- Here the United States 

NavyanditsallicsarefighringthcEattleofthc Adamicja battle of supply. 

We arc winniDg the Battle of the Atlantic although constant vigiEancc and 
constant effort are still accessary if wc arc to stay on top. This pamphlet 
outltnes the story of that battle ; its problems^ jls import. It is the story 
of the Naval fight to clear and to keep cleared a path over which the Allied 
Armies may travel to get at the Nazi tortress. 

It is a source of great personal satisfaction to me that our fighting services 
ate constantly learning more about each other through our combined operations. 
Undcretanding between the servrcci is a niihiaiy necessity. May it ever grow 
Slid expand to our nmmal beoefiL 

HAROLD R. STARK, 

Admiral, UnitcJ States Navy, 

Commander, 

U.S. Naval Forces in Europe. 



Introduction 

THE German U-bMt was Icaldng like an egg ctate, wallowing dnmkenly 
in the sweJ!s of the mid-Adantic. Depth bombs had brought her to the 
surface, shells from the deck gun of a United States Coast Guard cutter 
had smaslwd through her conning tower. Those of her crew who were still 
able to do so, plunged over the sidc- 

As they climbed the nets to the deck of the cutter they kept repeating one 
lerriiying phrase ; 

^^ Waswrbombcn, terrible wassettioffAieTL" 

'"WasM:i^>c™lK:n"i9lhcCfeiiiaiiwopdfOT*'depA due to 

the grini war agauist die subinarines that is bciiig fought by the Alhed Kavics 
along the North Atlantic and the world's other convoy routes. 

The parricuTar sinking described here was typial of that "war- SmaBest of 
ihc escort vesseU AccompaDyioe a convoy of cargo ships, enroute from the 
'United States to Britain, the cutter was almost a mile ahead of her charges 
when she first detect*^ the presence of an enemy yesscl. Then the sound 
operator picked up the raider's position, general quutert was sounded ukd 
the littk cutter wit&ckd to the aLLwdc. 

Turning in che trou^ of the Atlantic swells, she raced over the submei^ed 
U-boat, rolling half a dozen depth-charges over the side. Criss-crossing her 
own wake, di£ Cutter made three depth-bomb attaeks, while hsz gun oews 

stood taut at their stations waiting forihc hoped-for glimpse of the submarine 
coming to the surface. 

The cutter was starting hfit fourth tun whcp the suhmarine broke water like 
a hooked tuna. 

Deck guns opened fire at)oard the cutter and the bursting shclb pundied 
through her supcrstructdre. Part of it was blown away- 

The Nazi gunners tried to bring their own deck gu^s into action. Only 
ihc smallest could be served- Within a matter of minutes the Germans 
abandoned the fight and leaped overboard. Forty were picked up. 

The convoy kept on its way, secure because the oiTter had won another 
skirmish in the Battle of the Atlantic. 

%■ 

Euiilesaly that battle goes on, day after day and ni^t after night the'^escort 
ship match their cunning and their fighting ability against the lurking U-boats- 
Xhey dbn't always win. We still lose ships. Wc shall probably keep on 
losing themufttil the end of the war. But the convoys get through — bringjng 
the food and weapons and men which arc vitally needed on the iigJuing fronts. 
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Tllfi] BATTKi: 4IF THE ATLANTIC 



rB Battk of the Atlantic is ttic ask' 
upon which KTOlyes tht entire 
European War. Evciy battle whidi 
Allied aimies^ initiate on land is- 
depcnd^at upon the suhxc&s of Allied 
nan-cs gimrdiitg our lines of suifplf and. 
feeding the forces which are rod&7 
moving forward in the directioa of 
Berlin- 
Engaged in thta Btrugglt i3 ^mc Of 
the greatest concenirations of sea and 
air power the worU has ever seen. 
Incluffecf are considerable pprtitms 
of the United Smtcs, nricish and Allied 
Navies, considerable con-cent rariuns of 
^i^r^t and Lhc uiordutat fleets of 
nearly ail the 3 1 United NaiEons, pitied 
against Cermany's powerful $iibia^nc 
Heet, her small, but ptJtent, surfecc 
aavy and the remains of her once- 
■dominanr Luftwaffe. 

Behind the strategy of the sea war 
are the brains of the w-or!d's naval 
authorities. The ^:hart5 animaps upon 
whit:h they lay their plans depict an 
area of more than ten-oiillioo sqiiar* 
mile?, of ocean. 

To win the war 
Gennany musi 
break the supply 
linc^ which bind 
the Allied naciona 
in £uEop-e and 
Africa with liiosc 
who supply lhc 
wtf 3p ons a nd 
materials of war 
— tiie British 
Dominaons^ 



Tftif ifSHt iff ARMY TALKS wa^ 
pr^areJ hy the staff' of ill* IJaettd 
Siatrs Nary hurcmt -of Pubtie Reljiiiims 
in the Etiro^art Thpatrr oj Opfraliom. 
The infoTtrtation €oiifait\rd in it has 
iKtn grrrhodifd in prefi rtirasts, 
irjfiaal Navy cortiiaaniquS^ and oihrr 
trffiaaJ and iemi-offiilffl iaurctSM The 
parpits€ af'lhe hiue is tp iell nun who 
fight an flic grvpriJ 'i"^ '" ihe ^r JthiH 
ihe feiff*ws whtf fichl cr/f^W/ hmr^ J-O^f 
o-rJcf dtr ditirtg in iht job of which ire 
ffTf afi ft part. 



Latin America and the United 
States. 

The Uttited Nations to win this war 
must maintain tliose supply lines, muflt 
protect them from Eio^tile attack aiul 
must keep the bridge of ships stretdiii^ 
across the sea- 
Allied victory is riding on the d£cl;3 
of the ships that daily reach Allied portA 
in Europe. Ship$ were fe£[W>Qsib]e for 
the smashing Allied vii;tiiry in Aftica. 
Ships opened the second front in 
Europe with the invasion of Italy. 
Sliips made it posi^ible for Fn gland to 
carry on through her darkest hour, the 
Batde of Britain. And ships carried 
much of the equipmen.! which Kuasia is 

At the very outbreak of hostilities 
Hitler snappM wimi he called his 
couQter-bloct^de abound Britain which 
was as tight as a rubber g!ove4 In the 
grim months which followed, as the 
PrimL' Minister told the Hwise ftf 
Commons, the British IsJcs were twice 
.cn the verge of starvation. 

Thft real squee^ 

came after the 
Germans overran 

mark% Holland, 
Belgium and 
Friiacc. With 
thousands of miles 
of Adaotie ooast- 
hne in his posses- 
sion. Hitler could 
threaten the At- 
bnfi;: supply lines 



A II iU Y T .« 1^ K S 



with ^Attacks- JaunChcd irom bases from 
the North Cape to die Pyrenees. 

The Luftwaffe, which had the edge 
in the skies over Britain and the 
caatcra approaches to the Atlantic, 
carrJeU half the load of \hs counter- 
blockade- Submarines and sitrfacc 
raiders operating west of the approaches 
toward the mid-AiIaniic and along the 
sea routes to Britain carried the other 
half- 

Bt-itain in a. Trap 

Britain up to the end of 1942 was 
between the ja.ws of a trap whith her 
hmiied Air Forcf and scattered Navy 
could barely cope with. 

Allied fillips wer-e forced 10 run the 
gaunilec uf first packs of s-ubmarines 
and later the Luftwaffe when they were 
neaxing hotOG wateia and porC. 

T\K British Home Fkct, despite 
strength superior to the Gennan Navy, 
y^as not able to proyi-de the ncces-sary 
proteciion for convoys because of its- 
W^a^^f^d dispos-jtion. The main force 
Ijf warship-3 was- needed to stand guard 
over the British Islands themselvesj 
and ward off possible ipva^iw*. Other 
large untis were necessary in the Nordi 
Atlantic to watch the actions of the 
German surface Navy. An insufficient 
number of vessels remained to escort 
and protect the supply ships en route 
to and from Britain. 

A eompari:!on of the sea war of the 
iirs^t an-d seeoiid World Wars will 
present a better undcrsitanding of the 
Battle of the Atlaniic as- it is being 
fought today. 

The objects of both sides in J914 
and 1939 were much the same. Each 
prodeimed blockade Sj the AliitS in 
1914 against Germany and Gerrnan 
oecnpied countries and the Kaiser 
against France and Britain. Jn the 
current war, howevefj the enemy was 
in a Ixtctr position than during the 
first two years of World War I. 

Germany's Navy was noi nearly so 




well prepared in 1914 to conduct A 
successful ^£a war as it was in i939 
lyhgn Hitler unleashed his powerful 
fleet of improved U-bt>ais to break the 
supply lines between. Britainj her 
Dominions ajtd the Uoitcd States, 
He began a long series of sinkings 
in the first week uf war, sending the 
big British liner Atheiua to the bottomr 
In the first 2Z months of this war 
eneaiy submarines spnlt a total of seven 
and one hiilf million tons of British 
shipping. The Luftwaffe, a powerful 
ally to ihe submarine j pounded British 
ports and convoys which the submarines 
had missed and which were nearing 
port within range of airfielda in France 
and Norway, Planes in the last war 
had little to d^ wilh the sea war. 

Hn-emy Took Round One 

Although in this war, as in the last 
w^Tj Germany wen the opening rounds 
of the Atlantic submarine battle, in 
neither case was slie able to maintain 
Ueradvanage. Allied ct>antermea5ures 
in both cases proved able to provide an 
effective defense and then to swing 
into the offensive against tte U-b<>dtT 

In 1914 when Germany brought out 
the subnfcarinc as a secret weapon she 
herself did not realize the posi^ibihties 
of the U-txat. The handful of vessels 
which she sent to sea were vastly 
different and vastly inferor to the 
moderrnindcrsea raider. The U-boats 
improved steadily all through the war, 
but the Armistiee found them still 
highly vulnerable. 

The submarine today is a iirst-Jinc 
vessel, citable of operating for long 
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pcri*ids over great distance ^. Its 
striking power includ-es not only deck 
guns but many torpedoes and cffecti™ 
defeases against -ftircraft. They are 
pratected by an outer skin that ^hiflJs 
th-; inner Bhel] and machinery. 

Mtie? were Mor«^ Dvadly 

In Ihc iLrai year of Worltt War I OoXy 
EhFce Brttish merchant sliips fell prcy ro 
cfiirmy U-boata. as compared wlih 4^ 
sunk by mines. Modern SQbniacLnc& 
lia.\re sunk many times ihn number in a 
day during the present war, 

Tli-e succes<Les of the two subraarine 
campaigns in the early periods of both 
war* jri! results of virlu^ilEy the same 
situations, German U-boats in WoHd 
Qfiir I b:;gan [o enact a toll of Allied 
shipping primarily bircaus*? AlLtd 
merch^iiiit ^hjps travelkd ^lone fmd 
uiuirmcd. In 1917 the Allies began 
artniat' iheir meri^hant ships and 
adopted the eanvoy system. Oiirin? 
April, 1917, Britain lost 789,670 dcad- 
weiijliT tons of shipping. Th<? month 
fnlbwing wlicn her ships were armed 
and travelling in convoys her los&cs 
dfOppcd 40 p?r cent, and nerer again 
reached the April peak. 

To b« HuiCj convoys were set tip ai 
once. Bur losses were heavy because 
the AUics did not have sufficient 
protcctiHn for their vessels. Hitter's 
system of sending out packs of sub- 
niariiics and V-ai^^t in fleets or echelon? 
of packs were more than a match for 
the lightly protected convoys. 

Allied Naval escort vesscb imd 




planes today are defeating the U-boat 
just as they did in the last war. 

Allied Governments in 1942 decided 

on the new dual convoy escort syscem 
embrac-ing nc^v-typ^ KurfaL^ vessels nEid 
utilizing the long-range patrol pbnca. 
Backbone of th*: suriacL- escort fleet 15 
the destroyer escort shipj ^matler thjin 
the destroyer but carrying most of the 
destroyer's arnuunent and d^siRned 
spceilically to en^^c imdersea raiders. 
Among othery added to the escort 
fleet are sub chasers, corvettes and 
frigates^ all constructed espcLij.lCy ft>r 
convoy duty. These vessels are the 
children of the " m.oaquito ""^ fleet of 
The last w2Xj, the tiny anti-submarine 
ships thnt operated ia the CAemy 
submarine liiinting gru-imds. 

The "Air Umbrella** 

The first air umbrella for convoys 
was developed an Bfii^io. Planes of 
the Coastal Comrnand took off from 
British airfields to pick up convoys and 
escort them to |wrL primarily for 
protection against enemy aircraft. Thi: 
carl^ successes the planes scored against 
submarines resulted in the adoption of 
air pitrols in Newfoundland and Alhed 
leaders eventually established p^trob 
fur incumini; and outgoing convoys at 
both the eastern and western appn>aches 
to the Allanlie, This patrol was later 
augmented by bases established in 
C Greenland and Iceland and more 
recently in the Aiiores. Small auxili^try 
atrcrafi carriers operating with nearly 
evi;i"y important e^nv^ty filled in every 

Jtist as she did sn 1914, Germany in 
■939 opened Iter undtfr^ea war at the 
eastern approaches of [he Atlanlcc, 
When the Home Hei^t and RA 
broke the sil'-sl' she xEioved, as in 1914^ 
to the mid-Atlantic and then to tlie 
east coast of the United States, The 
modern submarJneV ability tu operate 
at greater distances th'jn those of 1914 
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permitted Germany to launch cam- 
pHigns ID 1940 and 194 1 in the 

Caribbean .and then the -Sijuth Atlantic 
ai^uud South America and off the 
Bouthem and western coasts of Africa, 
The wdr in AA-ica and the northern 
rouieio Russia also opened, new TJ-boat 
hunting grounds. Wl:icrtfa& in E914 
the main AUied supply route wa? oV^t 
the north Atlantic, sea lanes of the 
current war strelch throughout the 
entire ten million square miles of the 
ocean_ 

Hug«- New D-emnnds 

The advancement in mechanized 
war also has hadits effect -on the sea war. 
Today mechanised arttiic? must have 
&OQ] five "to 12 tons of equipment per 
man plu^ one ton each to maintain him 
for a month. An armored division in 
action uses 650 tons of gasoline, 600 
tons of 3ii;muiutiop &ad 35 r^nS i>f ftKHi 
per day. To keep it in battle requires 
the arrival of one I^iberty Ship every 
cighx d^js. At the heigiit of American 
oiadtime strength in the last war, 
October, >9i8j our every use of 
shipping for overseas maintenance > 
dome^ric imports and aid to tfae Allies 
employ .d less tonnage than is needed 
in this Vi'at for mauitcnance alone. 

As injdeqnatc as Alhed naval forces 
■were to cope with the enemy's powerfiil 
iif lorec and subnjarine fleet in 1959, 
they were able to establish a sea 
blockad^e of the Continent that virtually 
suspended all enemy commerce ca the 
high scBS- 

BrokcQ up into nuoKrcu^ fteets aad 
forces^ Allied naval power was aUe to 
control the movemcncs of virtually all 
merchant shipping an every oomcr of 
the globe. 

German air and sea power was 
effective only over and under the sea. 
The enemy fleet was unable to provide 
protection for any large movements of 
0!ierchant vessels wl^-ch itiight j^FUmpt 



to make a run across the Atlantic to 
Europe. 

The Alhcs in I939j were not seriously 
concerned w*th the possibilities of 
enemy merchant vessels sneaking past 
patrolling Allied naval units- The big 
question was how i(> permit neutral 
nations to continue an nninterruptcd 
flow of trade while at the same time 
preventing supplies carried in non- 
belligerent vessels from reaching 
enemy hfln^Js■' To £iir off neutral trade 
entirely would have driven friendly 
nations into the enemy fold and robbed 
the Alhea of supplies which neutral 
Tiatlons were able to furnish. 

To overcomt^ such a situation it was 
decided to issue compulsory navicerts 
to all ships whose destinations were 
eith-er Europe or Africa. Urider the 
plan every ship sailing for a European 
or North African port must be eitamined 
and a.pprovcd by Allied consubt 
oficials at the ports of loading before 
sailing toward the blockade. This 
system has eliminated the tedious and 
time-wasting process of halting and 
$earching neutral vessels at sea or at 
Contraband Control Ports. Ships not 
possessing navicerts are regarded as 
blockade runners and halted miles from 
their destinations for seizure if they are 
neutraJs carrying -cvutraband ; for 
capture or sinking if they are enemy 
vessels. 

The System Works 

The navicert system has worked 
very successftjlly. Only a smsH per- 
centage of supplies destined for enemy 
hands has succeeded in sUpping past 
AUied naval vessels patruUing on the 
high seas or off the coasts of the 
CoDtlnenc. 

Th^ purpose of the Alticd blockade 
has been carried out successfully : that 
of the enemy counter- l»]ockade Has 
&ilciL I>c3pite German^s superior 
adrantagra and the inl'erii>r position of 
the Alhes during the opening r*>und5 of 
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the BanJe of the AdaniiCj Hitler bas 
iaH^d to cut the supply lanes lo Britain 
while the United Nations are steadily 
cutting off his sources of iupplyn 

Enemy attacbs on Allied shipping 
4uring 1940 aud 1941 resulted only in 
a stalemate, Britain staggered under 
mighty blows from aircraft and ^ut>- 
marines but she failed to go down for 
the count. During the first iwo yeafs- 
she maintained her blockade of the 
Continent, did the best she could to 
protect her supply lines, frustrated 
Hldcr^s plans for invasion, weathered 
the blitz, and ser out to perfect her own 
atr foiC€ and esp&nd her navy, 

U.S. Destroyen Helped 

The trade of 50 reconditioned 
destroyers iphjch the United States 
made with Britain in rctuin for the use 
of AtlanfTc base^ relieved some of the 
pressure exerted on her tnerchani 
shipping. 

Toward the end of 1941 a deadlock 
began co dcvel&p which the enemy 
throughcuL 1942 failed to break. 
Btitain knew then that she had 
weathfiTcd the worst. She had per- 
fected her Royal Air Force, established 
new bases for oper^tionSj made valuable 
additiOi)$ to her Navy and enlarged her 
merchant fleet* which had suffered such 
serious Cosses. 

Acros-s the ^ca, the Ufu^td Statesj 
injected suddenly into the war by 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor^ 
already was engaged an establishing 
a strong air ^rce, expanding: its 
fleet and mass-protfiictiofi of Liberty 
Ships to bridge the ocean- 

Alhed naval power m the AtJantic 
today is tnade up roughly Oi the 
British Home Fleet, the Utiited States 
Atbntic Fleet artd the task and patrol 
forces comprising both British and 
American warships plus naval units of 
Norway, Holland, Greece, France, 
Belgium and lately Italy, 



The greatest Alhed naval forces are 
first the lirJriKh Hume FL-i-t giiarJing 
Brirain^ the main ba&e of Allied i^upplies, 
second the U,S- Atlantic Fleer pnj- 
reeling America and the sea Lines 
stretching toward Europe and tliird 
naval uniti engaged in protecting the 
approaches to the Medttcirancan 
through which :su|>ph<?s must pass 
en route [o Italy and the southern 
tattle froius- 

Allied naval task forces and convoy 
escort patrols, watch dogs of the seas, 
protect the vTilnerablc center of United 
Nations supply lines between their 
two ;inchurK in America and the %iiish 

The strength and disposition of 
AUred naval units is a matter df iniliiajy 
security^ bu[ ir can be said that they 
include numerous bactleshipSj aircraft 
carricrss cruisers, deatroycra and 
huodxeds of &mali, specially designed 
and equipi?ed anti-Subciiariiii^ vessels 
buiit solely for convoy protection^ 

The German Navy at the beginning 
of. the war was made up of some 400 
submarines, which were designed to 
carry the load of the enemy's sea war. 
Si^jplem exiting the undersea fleet was 
a strong surface force of six battleships 
and p*xi'^et'bst!|esbipS3 from seven to 
ten critiscrs and a number of destroyers 
and other ai^porting and auxiliary 
craft. 

A Hit-and-RuTi Navy 

The Gennan N^yy a^vir wsa 
intended to 5cck engagements with 
Allied j^urfaLC vessels on any major 
scale. It has beeo u3ed throughout 
the war to raid Allied merchant and 
naval shipping with hiT-and-run tactics. 
When German warships did run into 
a hostile naval vessel it was by accident 
— and the results were usually disastrous 
for the swastika jlag. 

Its early bucces£<s were Mrorcd 
only because the Alhes did not have 
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suSident ^ea. and naval forces to guard 
their coasts and protert ihtrir vessels 

at sea. In i"he first zz months of war 
Briuin lo«i &cven-^and-a-haif oiillion 

XftJiR cjf sliippiiig^ a monthly deStrUCtiO-U 

of approximately one-and-one^haif per 
cent, of het original shipping. During 
three laomhs of 1943 — -June, July and 
August — AUied naval and air forces 
sank a lata] of 90 German siLbmarines, 
almost a submariae a day. During the 
same period scores of Allied convoys 
crossed the Atlantic witbo^ut losing 
one ship. 

Ofbcr factors bes-idcs the naval ^nd 
merchant shipbuilding programs 
figured in the changing picturc^ 

Establish Air iBas^s 

Britain witnessed the success of 
Germari air attacks on her shipping 
early in the war and began inunediatdy 
to establish a chain of air bases to 
counteract enfemy bBowB- The first air 
bases from wLich Allied planes opecated 
in escorting convo-ys were in the British 
Islesj Plane^s of the Coastal Co-mmaiLd 
flew far 10 i;ea to meet every convoy 
ntatiiig or Iwvine port to both protea 
them from air attack and spot sub- 
marines awaiting the approach of the 
ships, A short time later similar 
bases were established in Newfoundland. 
10 protect convoys leaving or nearmg 
i'anada and the United States, Subse- 



Quently oEhc^rs wert: established in 
Greeniandi Iceland and last September 
in th-c Azores. These ba^s ultimately 
provided convoys with a constant air 
umbrella ov-cr th-eir entire sea retiites. 

Build Small Carriers 

To provide convoys opcfaEing out of 
the range i»f Allied bases in the Nonh 
Atlantic, the Allies have ^^on^trucied 
smallauxiliary aircraft carriers equipped 
with both scout planes and attack 
bombers capable of ferreting out and 
sinking enemy suhmarinejj. 

Growing Allied air power has more 
than facilitated shift of AlUed sea war 
&om a defend to au off^s^ jii$l fl$ it$ 
planes have taken the o^ensc in r^ids 
from the once dominant Luftwaffe. 

Aside from escorting convoys, planes 
of the RAF and USAAF have 
augmented the sea war by : 

T. Crippling submannc peii^^ 
repair shops^ fueling stations and 
poriK u^ed by enemy sea forces. 

2- Blasting schoolSj barraclcs and 
Lraining centers where reserve crews 
were concentrated for future op::ia- 
tions. 

3. Smashing factories and aa&em- 
bly plants tuming^ out planes and 
submarine*; and spare part^, weafe- 
ening ciiemy ^attack fc^rces. 

4r Sinking and damaging a large 
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part of the Germaa surface fktf >nd 
keeping the whcrcaboutB of the 
largesi surface craft on Allied records 
for mo^t of the W3f, 

5_ CoflsCrvtting a ncw-typc plSiie 
which has been of material assistance 
to naval forces in keeping Bridah 
waters free fro-m German Tnagnctic 
mines. Equipped with a ' secret 
device, this plane is used to first 
I-ocatc the mines and then explode 
rhem. hannlcssly fr<Hn the sir. 

The vital roie of smashing the chain 
of Gcfoun QdTalj air and supply bases 
afoo^ Europe's conquered coascs was 
delegated early in the war to amphibious 
forces, composed of specially -train^ 
unils of the British Army operating 
with vessels of the British Home Fleei- 

Tlifr Rangers Strike 

Attacks by Allied amphibious fofcesj 
composed mostly today of British 
Commandos and American Rangers, 
h^vG had significant effects on the 
success of the Allied sea war and the 
failure of the German count er-blocfcade 
TTith the utmost secrecy, the amphi- 



bious forces have struck at selected 
lar^ts in nearly every one of the 

occupied countries, destroying and 
seriously damaging ports and liarbors, 
docks and submannc berths^ huge fuel 
drnnps and weather stationSj lookoat 
posts i»nd fictorie?. 

Time-tables Set Baelt 

Enemy time-tahles of attacks on 
AUicd shipping often were set back days* 
wei^ks :jDd lin^y months by these 
raids. 

Fi^^>flbly the moat spectacular of the 
long scries of KtBcks carried out by 
amphibians was the raid on Si.Nazaire, 
captured Frendi port on the Loire 
River only 250 miles from the nearest 
British port. It was from St, Nazaire 
that many of the U-boats which scored 
their greatest successes in 1940 and 
1941 were operating. Nine heavily- 
reinforced submarine pens had been 
completed at St, Nazaire and five others 
w^r^ iindcf con&cniction. The port 
had every faciEity for the maintenances 
repair and provisioning of U-bnats. 
In addition it had the only port on the 
Atlantic seaboard which was capabk 
«f handling tlw Tirpitz^ Gecinany^s 
largest battleship. 

The entire port was consmiacd 
arotuid a huge lock gate which was used 
as the ntain entt^c^ to tbc innei- poft 
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housing docks, submariae p«Q$ aa^ 
th-e m^JQUinjDg tides in the imier 
docks. 

One of the 50 reconditioned 
de&lro^'ers which ihc United States 
traded to Eriiain wan sacrificed in the 
raid. The vessel, HMS Campbeltown, 
fonnerJy the USS Buchanan, led a 
floli]Ja of dcstroyei^ and other small 
cTjft into the porti lacoia^ Che nig in 
lock gate, became hopelessly imbedded 
in the strutture and completed its 
de^^r/uciion with delayed-action demi>li- 
tion charges which blew up both the 
ship and tiic gates later. 

Blow Up Locks 

Demolition parties from the other 
vesseJs destroyed vital installations 
incluiliof an old itnd secondary lock 
g-attj a piunping station^ quaysj bridgi?Sj 
the ^ubmaiine pens and a large mer- 
cliant vessel lying near the entrance of 
the -second lock. 

In thi-s attack, said the British 
Ministry of In formation, the strategic 
balance in the Atlantic was materiilly^ 
perhaps deci^iveiy^ Iiiipr£>vcd. 

Air, sea and .ajnphibiuus assaults oh 
bases and units of Hider^s amail but 
poient surface navy have given his 
larger wan^hips a virmaliy negUgibSe 
score card for the past two years-. The 
only important conttibutii^p^ which hia 
surface navy has made toward rh£ 
German sea war were those of the 
battlectuiscrs. In 1941 thcSchamhorat 
and. Gneisenau sank 22 British merchant 
vessels. 

S'inc& then every large uitit of the 
Gennan surface navy has been either 
bcKiled up in .port or damaged in 
attack? by v^ous AlLcd forces. 

■GL'rmai^V lost her first capital ship 
early in the war when three Ustii 
British warships tan across the baftle- 



ship Gi3f Spec on a raiding mis^on Ln 
the South Atlantic, Folbwing: a brief 
engagement at -sea^ the Graf Spe<^ fled 
into the harboi of Motiievidco, 
Uruguay, wheic her crew scuttkd her 
several days later. 

Pianos of the RAF damaged the 
SchanilK>TSl and Gneisenau when they 
were based at Brestj France, and other 
aircraft have delivered success ful^ittacfcs 
on the cruisers Prince Eugeti and 
Hipper. Last September.thc baideship 
Tifpit^, sifitfir ship of the ill-fated 
Bismarck, was damaged by British 
midget s-ubmarines which penetrated 
her hiding pbce in a Norwiirgian fford 
to send several torpedoes crashing into 
her side. 

Hitler's large worships have been 
Imie more than added eicpensc since 
May, 194!:^ when British planes and 
Warships sgnk the Bisptvti |e&5 than a 
week after she left port on her first 
venture into the Atlantic. 

Sneaking out of Kiel Bay with oa 
esco-rt including the Prince Eugen. and 
several destroyers and ^unboaiB^ the 
Blsiniarck made her way i<i a fj^^fd near 
Bergen^ Norway, Her movements, 
however, had not gone unnoticed by 
the Bridsh. A pkn-t of Coastal 
Command on a routine flight aver 
No^rway spotted the flotilla at anchor 
and took the pictures which started the 
greatest sea hunt in history. 

Nazis Sink H.M.S. Hood 

On May 24 the Bismani: won her 
firit, last and only victory over the 
British fleet, sinkioK during a brief 
engagenaent the battle cruiser Hood 

and dacnagine the battleship Prince of 
Wale^, Three days later she was found 
apparently en. route tu port for either 
hiding or repairs and was attacked by 
torpedo cmrying planes from a British 
aircraft carfUxT one of a. force of many 
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ships ihat had been called up ro engage 
tbft GffnwTi raider. 

In that ntli^ck the ^i^ering appar^rus 
of the Bismarck was rendered iDcffeciive 
and she was helpless when the main 
f4>rc-e ^f Birttiab war^ps arriv^ 
They opened fire nn the German 
vessel immediately" aaid in less tljan an 
hour had turned her intt> a bfei^ing, 
battered, worthless hulk. 

Flirler since then has rcrraincd from 
sending out lis largest surface vessi-ts. 
Their Duly subsequent contributi-cm 
to the sea war lias been tying up pans 
of the BritiJih HfHne Fleet, which must 
watch and wait until (hey venture 
out — or surrender in their lairs. 

nermany won ihc first stages nf the 
Battle oi the ATtinuc because she was 
bencr fwcpared to conduct an offensive 
against inadequate Alhed sea and air 
f<if-rt$. The "bftStfi whieli she capmred 
in ihc iati of Norway, the Low Coun- 
tries and France put ravenous teeth 
into her counter- blockade. 

Sei War Summary 

The United Nations are winning 
the last rounds because Germany 
faikd i<i ^uc the supply Lanes to 
Britain and prevent the Allies frotn 
buildiuf xtp sea and air fDrces which aire 



driving the Luftwaffe from the skies, 
submarines from the seas and disrupting 
ihe flow of enemy supplies and his 
ability to prtwlucc the weapons needed 
by his land armi^-s to continue 
opera tiims. 

The RAF and USAAF have about 
eliminated the thteat of the I,uftwaffe 
and have tui^fid ihcif siglits on GoFman 
war factories and his aources of supply- 

Xhe WimkiJig Tcan< 

Expanded naval forces ^support'^d 
by the fleet and other air arms arc 
sinking- submarines foster than Hitler 
can build thcmj are bribing to th& 
European bailie froota thousands of new 
merebaiii ves^sels caityk^ millions of 
tons of weapons and milhtais of troops 
which will eventoallydriveihe German 
legions back into the Reich and ^e 
them the cru^liiTig^ defeat which 
the PresidcnE^ Prime Minister 
Chitrchiil and i?remJeT Joseph Stalin 
say is not too £31 .iLhcad. 

Mcrchani ships which arc now 
beii^ built ^istet than the enemy can 
possibly sink them Tvtl3 soon total in 
tonnage altnost as much as the combinedi 
merchant fleets of ail the ■warring 
nfktioilS 41 tht begiiming of the war. 

- Th£ Battle of the Atlantic is fast 
approaching its climax, the finale for 
Hitler^ the restoration of peace in 
Europe and die opening of a gi'eat 
offensive in the Pacific which will 
ring down the curiam on World War 11. 
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Proparalion 

Why We Should Discuss This Topic : TJic Baltic- of the Atlantic n 2 v«y 
pcrt^iTiiil affair to each of us in ETO_ Everytnae ctS us it. a j^arridpant. ¥<a 
TOiKJ of us it has been for a time a niauer of life aitd death. Our vci^ liv^5 — th« 
&ti rh^i we Arc safely hert — have Jepcodcd on ihi^ jjirfSSSiT tatt]^ t>f tl^c E«a and 
air rtJulcs of ihe Ni\iiJi AilaiiLic. Eveji jiow^ evcr^ m^al we cat, cvcr^' iktu of 
c^ot^iric or equipment wc arc issued, depends an ihe progress of iht United 
Nadcus an this baiiJc. 

But why shfi^iiTd wc iJiscuiis this lopic ? \t^hat is. there 10 prt>voke thought and 
diKcussion ? Ji is the purpose of ARmV TALKS ip help all of us to keep ctir- 
selvt-!y informtd^ and in help us realise That we caLh have an impoTtani pan to 
play in ihis 3ifc end death EtruEgJe. But whai df>e£ the Battle of the Atlantic 
have T(i do with ihiy siruj-gle ? Jiast ihis. All other vktctfi** have d^fxr^ed and 
win depend upon vitt-^r/ in the Battle -of the Atlantic^ 

Lest wc foifcl what we owe to ibii:;c who search out the U-hi)ats find dettrtfy 
tbeui, Ic5l we fdl 10 fully under&taod ihc vhal necessity of safe irauisport of 
pei5or>nci and material acioss the N->rth Atlantic i this issue of ARMY TALKS 
presents anoibcr chaplcr in the drama of the war at tea. 

Hitler woo round one of the Battle of the AiJantic. The Unittd Maiioiw 
.have won ro-und two^ Round three is. coining up- Hew we :shQll -win thib rt^und 
hi iddj insofar its tnilitary seeunty will pe»TT*it, in this issue of ARMY TALKSt 

If is ttiggesi(4 ifeai discussion leaders fcrcad " War on tbt Supply' Lines '* 
and " War in the McditerraDcaa " in preparadon for their intrcductary talk on 
the Battle of the Adantic. Each of tbc^e earlier issues coniain helpful suggesiit^ns 
and questjons which may be helpful fn making this a provocative and vital dis- 
cussion. Special attention should he given to news items in The Stars and 
StFipes and Vank which have a bearing on this topic. 

Why not seleci two or moie monbere of the group in .advance and reqti(=st 
them to prepare thcmEelves to take a position on opposite Bides of one or more 
c^ the ^^uestions raised on this page a« a m^^s <)f i^tartitXg ih^ diSCvS^j^A ? 

M^-f your initial tajfc bri<if, state fnicis, your own opinrons, raise qucs^tions, ask 
what the men think. 

The foll&wing 4|u^-]j<»DS Sl>*>aJd hcJp to start the discussion : 

Could the United Nations win the War if they lost ihe Battle of Ihe 

Atlantic ? Why ? 

Could GcrmaDy win the War if she won the Battle of the Atlantic ? 
Why? 

Why has th* G^rnhan Navy nvt pldycd » m^rc effective part in the War ? 

Wiy did the United Nations lose round one of the Battle of the Atlantic ? 

Why-did theUnited Nations win round trca of the Battle ofihe- Atlantic ^ 

Can Germany win round three of the Battle of the Atlantic t Why ? 

What relation has the Battle of the Atlantic to War in the Mediter- 
nmean ? The victories of the Russian Armies ? The opening ^f the 
Second Ft*ont «n the Western Coast of Europe? The landing 4iid 
naissions of ComtaaudOs and Rangers ? The RAP and the USAAF ? 

The worst pos£rblc way to use an issue of ARMY TALKS is to read it aloud 
to the discussion group- Most ttitn^ reading from a printed page, tend to let 
their voices di»p into a monotone which simply puts their audience to sleep 
in&icad of atimuJating thought and disoission. "Use the pamphlet as the source, 
but noi the cesr, fcr ii brief talk of your own on the Battle of rhe Atlantic. 



